[Clinical use of haematopoietic stem cells from cord blood].
A group of experts appointed by the Norwegian Centre for Health Technology Assessment (SMM) has undertaken a systematic review of available literature on the clinical effectiveness of transplanting haematopoietic stem cells from cord blood. A total of 17 studies form the documentary basis of the review. Autologous transplants of stem cells from cord blood have not been published. Retrospective studies suggest that the clinical effect of allogeneic cord blood transplants, at least in children, is comparable to transplants with allogeneic stem cells from bone marrow or peripheral blood cells. This review demonstrates the need for prospective studies comparing transplantations of cord blood with bone marrow or peripheral blood stem cells.